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Ricks, Lexicon of Inscriptional Qatabanian, 122 —£4 

Leslau, Comparartive Dictionary of Ge'ez, 57 —0* 

Arbach, Lexique madhäbien, 94 —0\ 
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Al-Said, Die Personennamen in den mindischen Inschrifien, 

227. 
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realienkundliche Untersuchme. (Mainz, 2000) 46, 290, En. 9. 


Ibrahim Al-Selwi, Jementische Wôrter in den Werken -—Y4 
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The Writines on the Walls of Al-Hamra Palace, by 
Mohamed El-Gammal 


This catalog is the comprehensive collection of Arabic 
inscriptions on the walls of Al-Hamra Palace, It 
provides a full analysis of the verses and prose inscribed 
on the walls of the Palace. The inscriptions include a At 
a number of poems by famous Arab poets, such as 
Aben Zourrak, Lesan El-Din Bin El-Khateeb and 
Ibn El-Gayab. These poerns romantically describe the 
magnificent Palace of Al-Hamra. The inscriptions are 
considered to be the epitome of Islamic architecture 
and Arabic calligraphy. 


Translated arabic version of Histoire de l'écriture snmuants 
de lidéogramme au multimedia, by Anne-Marie 
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dat ame Bale A A 


This magnificent volume deals with all the systems 
of writing all over the world from ancient to modern 
times. 


The Marvels of Arabic Calligraphy in the Al-Busiri 


Mosque 

This volume analyses the writings on the walls of Al- Ù teams nee 

busiris Mosque. Some 94 verses of Burda Al-busiri D Oo 
were among the many writings inscribed on the ge ALBudirt Masque 


walls of the beautiful mosque. It is the first volume 
of the new Scientific and refereed Series issued by 
the Calligraphy Center, affiliated to Bibliotheca 
Alexandrina, ‘Research Projects Annals. T'he issue is 
part of the Digital Library project, conducted by the 
Calligraphy Center. 
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Apis burial. It also makes up the majority of cases in 
various temples: on the blocks from the hw.t-hn3g 
of Behbeit el-Hagara,*? on the first pylon on Philae‘! 
and on the portico of Nectanebo IT in Hibis.*? The 
kinds of inscriptions found on pre-Ptolemaic temples, 
however, are less likely than biographical or historical 
inscriptions to have been affected by innovations in 
the graphical system such as the archaising tendency. 
The same probably applies to the religious texts on 
e.g. sarcophagus CG 29306% (66%). 


An infrequent variant of m since the Third 
Intermediate Period at the latest is the sign il (Aa 
56). À possible attestation from the 30% dynasty is 
found on the statue Cairo CG 682.% On the slightly 
posterior healing statue of Djedhor (JE 46341) one 
has three examples in the biographical inscription 
(lines 5, 17, 131).% Within the large group of statues 
‘dated roughly to the 30% dynasty or early Ptolemaic 
period, it is quite frequent. It is not in use for the 
simple preposition in-what may be termed ‘official’ 
documents of the 30 dynasty except for in the naoi 
CG 700197 and CG 70021 (twice),*5 both dated to 
Nectanebo I. Its absence on the naos from el-Arish 
JE 2248) should also be noted. Among the datable 
monuments, it is only with the Metternich stela, 
dated to the reign of Nectanebo IT, that one meets 
with several attestations of it, where it makes up all of 
13% of the attestations of the sole preposition m. In 
Ptolemaic times one didn't hesitate any longer to use 


it extensively in temple inscriptions.*? 


In view of the above I would interpret a high 
frequency of the owl for m as à trait of archaism 
inherited from the 26" dynasty.® It is perhaps 
significant that even in the documents where the owl 
accounts for the majority of occurrences, the sign = 
is by no means rare and it is obviously the less marked 
member. During the following period one witnesses 
a decreasingly frequent use of the owl, which keeps a 


distinct archaic flavour, ! while Al becomes common, 
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Concluding Remarks 


Ifone were to work out similar tendencies for more 
graphical elements, one would be in a better position 
to make a judgement on the nascent Ptolemaic 
writing. This work would also be an efficient tool, 
in combination with other kinds of analyses, for 
dating inscriptions with some more accuracy than 
hitherto. Especially at the beginning of the dynasty 
one leaned on archaising Saite models, recognisable 
pardy through the use of alphabetical spelling and 
suppression of consonants. There is undoubtedly a 
link to cryptographic writing leading to Ptolemaic 
spellings. Concrete cases of innovation in the 30ch 
dynasty are formed by the use of biconsonantal signs 
for one consonant only in thealphabeticwritings. This 
trend was carried over into the Prolemaic period. An 
examination of the material of Macedonian or early 
Ptolemaic date might help us to find the paths along 
which newly acquired sign values spread to cover the 
walls of Graeco-Roman temples. 


Endnotes 


*_ I have been able to carry out the present study at the 
University of Cologne thanks to a post-doctoral fellowship 
from STINT, I thank H.-J. Thissen for his willingness to 
let me work there. The English text was revised by Michael 
Kelly. 
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Âke Engsheden 


There is a certain difficulty in sorting out the signs 
of the 30th Dynasty that have received new sound 
values in lack of sign lists for the preceding periods, 
especially the 26% dynasty. In the following I will not 
comment on any phonologically conditioned changes 
(d >). 

Let us return to the statue of Tja-hap-imou in the 
Metropolitan Museum. The uncommon phonetic 
values, that are seen in the preserved part of its 
inscription, depict various animals. In the first row 
one has RE mh in mh-ib ‘trusted’ FF ikr rh 
2 in kr rh nfr ?7 835 hsb ‘the diligent one who knows 
not to transgress the domain’. In the second row one 


has an occurrence of #, probably for dmi ‘town’. 


À few other noteworthy intrusive signs from 
cryptographic writing to be found on other 
monuments of the 30* dynasty are the following: 
TS 3m°w mhw ‘Upper and Lower Egypt,” 2 nb 
‘lord’# (common inthe prenomen of Nectanebo I) à Ï 
t3.wy ‘the two lands”#! NS ntr ‘god”.#? The importance 
of cryptography for the development towards 
Ptolemaic writings is thus hard to deny. Interesting as 
this fact might be, however, even more interesting is 
to note that only a small proportion of the suggested 
cryptographic readings are later on found in Graeco- 
Roman texts. Âs seen from the references in the 
endnotes, the above signs crept in long before into 
non-cryptographic passages. Ît thus seems as that the 
number of newly acquired functions during the 30% 
dynasty is in no way remarkable. Probably, what one 
does see, however, is that they obtain an extended use, 


which I hope to illustrate in the next paragraph. 


Two Cases in Point 


For reasons of space and time I will limit myself 
to two cases: the conjunction Hn° ‘and’ and the 
preposition m ‘in’, both being easy to survey. 

Certain spellings, which later became very 


frequent, are still uncommon or not attested. Thus, 
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besides the old ?””, which is che sole writing in 
the temple inscriptions of the 30% dynasty-however 
poorly attested- as well as on the lengthy inscriptions 
of the sarcophagus CG 29306,* (11 ocurrences), one 
can note a few other writings. There are a few examples 
of the writing ñ  (e.g. Cambridge E.5.1909, 4,34 
Naukratis, 9). This spelling already occurs in the 
New Kingdom and on Saite monuments.® On the 
Metternich stela (MMA 50.85, 54), one even reads 
r-hn = Î “ss 36 À singularly early example of SU is 
found on Brooklyn 52.89% which has been dated to 
the reign of Nectanebo I. Later on it is frequently met 
with in the bilingual decrees.*# Another example of 
it on private statuary is perhaps found on the block 
statue Baltimore 22.80%? for which a dating ‘30. Dyn. 
oder später has been proposed.® I fail to find an 
example of & anywhere in a reasonably well dated 
document.f! On the healing statue of Djedhor (JE 
46341), slightly posterior to the 30* dynasty, one 
meets with several occurrences of Se for An°.42 


As for the expression of the preposition m, it 
may be worth noting that the owl K is the preferred 
writing on most monuments that are securely dated to 
the reign of Nectanebo L.# The owl scores 73% onthe 
Naukratis stela, 58% on the stela from Hermopolis“ 
and 56 % on the naos with the decades, Alexandria JE 
25774 + Louvre D 37,% (56%). This is also the case 
with the naos from el-Arish JE 2248“where it scores 
72%. This naos is mostly attributed to the reign of 


Nectanebo 1.7 


In the private texts that l’ve considered, most of 
which are only approximately dated to the 30" dynasty, 
the sign <— (Aal5) is the usual sign, e.g. Louvre À 88 
(95%). This is the case as early as in the New Kingdom 
(abundant in Ahmose, son of Ibana). It also makes up 
the overwhelming majority of cases on the naos from 
Saft el-Henneh CG 70021, let alone the stela from 
the second regnal year of Nectanebo II, RT 2/12/24/3 


(96%), which informs us on the preparations for the 
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attributed to the reign of Nectanebo L.'f That they do 
occur during Nectanebo II can be seen from various 
monument, e.g. the statue ofthe generaltj-h°p-imou, 
the king’s father (New York MMA 08.205.1)!° One 
observes there the followingexamples:{_Jih ‘heart’, K7 
wr ‘great’, D #(3)F in the expression #3# hsb ‘violate 
the domain’, = sh(w) ‘nourishment’. Another 
concession to the contemporary pronunciation is 
for hft ‘according to’. Another monument from the 
reign of Nectanebo Il in New York (MMA 50.85) 
that displays alphabetic writings is the Metternich 
stela.? A few examples are AC 1(3)w ‘wind’ (220), 
Se nmh.t wth ‘a free citizen who has escaped’ 
(247); & min ‘road’ (248); @_] A(2)b ‘send’ (252). 
Fortunately older copies of several of the magical 
spells on this stela exist. These prove that the text on 
the Merternichstela has not been servilely copied, but 
that the writings underwent graphical adaptation to 
the normative spartan writing in the process of which 
determinatives were not rarely omitted and phonetic 


complements dropped. 


Alphabetic writings are likewise by no means 
rare in the immediate aftermath of the dynasty. 
Thus, several examples are found on the sarcophagus 
of the general Nekhtnebef in Berlin (Inv. Nr. 7).7! 
It was obviously less en vogue during the Ptolemaic 
period and it seems as if for some high-frequency 
wotds the alphabetic spelling has just become a mere 
variant, e.g. the use off for & Apr. As a principle it is 
completely overshadowed by new tendencies. Finally, 
one may note an important difference between the 
alphabetic spellings of the 30th dynasty and those of 
the 26% dynasty: henceforth biconsonantal signs of 
which one radical is a weak consonant can be used 
as a monoconsonantal sign (s3 > s ; k3 > k). The 
disregard for lost or weak phonetic elements is shared 


with cryptographic writing.? 
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Alphabetic Complements 


It is evident that throughout the Late Period 
complementation is by far less common than in true 
Middle Egyptian or Late Egyptian. The decrease of 
alphabeticcomplements isaconsequenceofthespartan 
trend of the 26 dynasty, which keeps the number of 
signs to a minimum, albeit sufficient to recognise the 
word. This trend is evidently the opposite of what is 
seen in Late Kingdom texts, where one often observes 
apparently superfluous (in the sense that they do not 
render any phonetic realisation) signs, mainly w, y 
and f and likewise double determinatives. Of course, 
alphabetic spelling itself does affect the possibility 
of complementation as a result of the reduction 
of bi- and triconsonantal signs that can receive 
complementation. In certain cases it seems almost as if 
complements would be confined to fixed sign groups 
such as "mn or = htp. In the former case one may 
even ask, whether it should not be more properly 
analysed in some words as a composite sign in the 
manner of }} which doesn't equal a mere repetition 
of the simple sign.® As for complementation, it 
is worth noting that complements are rarely used 
with the newly acquired phonetic values in so-called 
Ptolemaic writing. Ie is significant chat } mn is not 
complemented. Parallels for missing complements 


with new Ptolemaic functions are easily found. 


Acquisition of New Values for Old 
Signs 

As is well known, the extended use of signs 
involving their acquisition of new or additional sound 
values, is not limited to the Late Period. For example, 
the use of the red crown for n dates back to the 
Middle Kingdom, in the New Kingdom the sign 
= appears from time to time instead of the usual 
owl (see below), to mention but a few well-known 


examples. 
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being the Naukratis stela from the first regnal year of 
Nectanebo L * e.g. ns mdw', ‘word’, ia hsk,'to cut’, 
UK &m ‘completion’. 

Its first translator brought forward the idea that the 
alphabetic writing could be due to Greek influence.f 
This idea was most authoritatively reinforced by 
Battiscombe Gunn./ The idea was embraced by 
various later authors,® although it had already been 
refuted with good arguments by Piehl.? It is highly 
unlikely, to put it mildly, that the Egyptians of the 
Saite dynasty would have been so impressed by the 
contemporaneous written culture of the Aegeans. 
Besides, inspiration could be sought for just as well 
among the various Semitic peoples in possession of 
alphabetic writing. The view that it has anything to 
do with the spellings from the Old Kingdom has been 
questioned recently in an intéresting article by Simon 
Schweitzer." The author makes the apt remark 
that the Late Period copies of the Pyramid Texts 
do not show alphabetical spellings and argues ‘Eine 
archaisierende Funktion ist bei den spätzeitlichen 
alphabetischen Schreibungen nicht erkennbar.’!! He 
considers it a genuinely Egyptian phenomenon, albeit 
functionally different from the Old Kingdom writings, 
since they resemble Ptolemaic writing according to a 
‘ersetzendes Prinzip’. As one might guess from my way 
of presenting the alphabetic writings above, I cannot 
follow suit and despite his counter arguments, I firmly 
believe that these writings were conceived as archaisms 
in the 25% and 26% dynasty when they first start to 
appear more frequently."? The observation that they 
also appear outside the periods that are most strongly 
characterised by the phenomenon of archaism, such 
as in the Graeco-Roman temples, is correct, but to me 
the existence of alphabetic writing in these contexts 
does not tell anything about its origin and growth. 
It is customary for an initial motivation to be lost, as 
soon as it has grown into a habit. I therefore believe 


that it is still valid to consider the alphabetic writings 
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of the 30% dynasty as imitations of the writings ofthe 
26* dynasty,* which in turn were inspired by Old 
Kingdom orthography. Other archaising traits on the 
Naukeratis stela not to be overseen are its overall ‘page 
layout’, with vertical rows, and its decor, as well as the 
shape of individual signs. It is hardly surprising, for 
political and practical reasons, that at the beginning 
of the 4* BCE authors and artists alike would turn 
to Saite models after the long period of the First 
Persian Occupation (525 - 404 BCE) in which much 
of the artistic output must have come to a standbstill. 
The very reason that they were not any longer felt as 
archaising in the Graeco-Roman temple inscriptions 
bad the effect that certain frequent spellings of this 
kind could occur freely together with graphical 


innovations of Ptolemaic writing. 


The process has parallels in modern languages. 
In French etymological consonants were sometimes 
reintroduced in the late Middle Ages in words in 
which they had been lost for centuries. The Middle 
French cors ‘body’ thus received <p, in analogy with 
Latin corpus." À speaker of modern French will 
hardly perceive the present-day spelling corps as an 


archaism. 


Still it is true that the alphabetic writings may be 
seen in relation to Ptolemaic writing. To make use 
of the ‘ersetzendes Prinzip’, present in alphabetic 
writing, one had to ponder upon how to part from 
orthographic convention and this certainly stirred the 


appetite of the scribes for graphical speculation. 


The alphabetic writings are used in private 
inscriptions from the reign of Nectanebo I: Berlin 
21596, JE 47291, Moscow Pushkin Museum 
5320.17 One might easily gain the impression that they 
were less favoured in the latter part of the dynasty, but 
this is difficult to assert in view of the small number of 
private monuments that can be securely dated to the 
reign of Nectanebo II. Partly because ofits alphabetic 
writings Brooklyn 52.89 (Dattari statue) has been 
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Our understanding of hieroglyphic writing 
is far from perfect. No matter how industrious 
egyptologists have been in recent years, one notes 
little interest in the fandamentals of graphics, which 
is not prerequisite, however, for accomplishing 
excellent philological work, such as text editions and 
translations, which for many represent the peak of 
scholarly toil. The main reason for this deficiency 
is the lack of adequate working tools for analysing 
hieroglyphic writing. Any student wishing to pursue 
the graphical developments of a certain word beyond 
the ‘Wôrterbuch’ or ‘Gardiner's Grammar will soon 
end up finding himself in a vacuum ofreferences. This 
is a most unfortunate situation and it would certainly 
be unwise to consider it a minor inconvenience. 
Through the practice of reading, anyone will quickly 
get a feeling for graphical features that are more 
common at certain times, and less common at others, 
and the judgement made on the graphical appearance 
will contribute, conjointly with other stylistic 
criteria, to the proposed dating of the monument. 
For a language like Egyptian, in which there was no 
fixed orthography and the written signs were made 
up of different categories (ideograms, phonograms 
and determinatives), which combine in intricate 
and seemingly infinite ways - though still subject 
to rules of convention - it seems important to study 
more in detail what really make up these features and 
how the above-mentioned categories work together 
in different epochs. It would be desirable to have 
synchronic sign lists at one’s disposal, preferably 


including descriptions of orthographic rules. 


Issue No.l 


Âke Engsheden 


In this paper I make only à few remarks on a 
group of phenomena pertaining to the graphical 
system of the hieroglyphs in the 30% dynasty (380 
343 BCE), alphabetic writing, complementation and 
the acquisition of new values for old signs. I will try to 
illustrate these phenomena by drawing in particular 
on the insctiption ofthe general Tja-hap-imou, father 
of Nectanebo Il! His statue has the advantage of 
being well dated and has for the author the additional 
allure of not having been studied often. I fear that the 
brutal dismemberment of graphical elements, that I 
consider necessary for my purpose, does not equal the 
elegance of the hieroglyphs. 


Alphabetic Writing 

À set of 25 monoconsonantal signs might 
conveniently be called the Egyptian alphabet. They 
are used alone for a few monoconsonantal words (f, 
m, n, r) or combine to form words. Except for a few 
frequent exceptions (e.g. rh ‘to know’) they are in the 
latter case usually followed by a determinative that 
points towards the intended meaning. It happens 
at times that monoconsonantal signs replace bi- 
or triconsonantal signs as well as ideograms, often 
concurrently with the suppression of determinatives. 
This phenomenon occurs as early as in the Pyramid 
T'exts.? During the 25% and 26% Dynasties this usage 
was, as itseems, revived.? Examples from the period in 
between concern the so-called cryptographie writing 
to be found among others in the funerary literature 
of the Late New Kingdom.‘ Alphabetic writing also 


appears in the 30% dynasty, the prime specimen 
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embodying the official power). The sign 1$w generally 
follows the inversion of the whole group wd marking 
the beginning of the addresses’ titles and names and 
replacing the dative 7; however it can sometimes 
follow the same direction as the Horus-sign exactly 
because the relation between the two concepts nsw 


and Ar indicates the same entity. 


We suggest that f can be related to the group wd- 
nsw (to be read wd.f nsw) and can refer to a relative 
form of the verb wd, whose subjects are both nsw 
and Ar, In this case, it should be translated ‘what is 
commanded by the king, the Horus N.' This may be 
true also for the form wd.f found in Old Kingdom 
private documents and in the previously mentioned 


New Kingdom royal decrees. 


The signs f and n could be part both of verb wd.t 
and of word nsw and this would explain the writing 
of sign sw in the same directions as Hr.7 
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Conclusions 


In conclusion, the term wd-nsw is open to many 
definitions, all relating to king’s will, whether expressed 
in a letter or in another kind of text. The Horus name 
is not found in Old Kingdom king’s letters to private 
persons and therefore the text does not show the 
opposition between the two signs Ar and nsw, the 
first one written leftwards and the latter rightwards: 
this on the contrary occurs in most official documents 
addressed to temple staff or in texts which do not have 
the letter form. This fact can stand for a distinction 
between the two kinds of royal documents, the letter 
and the decree. One word wd was used by ancient 
Egyptians for both that in our modern mentality 
belong to two different spheres. While à king’s letter 
is called a wd, ‘command’, a private person’s letter is 


said md3.t, ‘document’, or sé, ‘writing’. 


‘The social difference between the king and his 
officials is thus encoded in the very terms used to 
name their communication to one another. When the 
king writes them, it is a command. When they write 
him, it is a letter.”14 


But what is the main difference between the 
terms Ar and nsw, both meaning the king? Is there a 
specific reason why they are put near each other but 


written in opposite directions? 


The Horus name identifies the king with the 
hawk god Horus, the mythic model for every Egyptian 
king, son and heir of the god R°. It was generally 
inscribed in the façade of a building forming a whole, 
called serekh, that symbolized the royal palace seen 
simultaneously in plan and in elevation." From the 
early periods, the serekh was the visualization of the 
pharaoh’s authority over the land.!f 

The root srh was firstly attested in the New 
Kingdom but is certainly older. It cannot be said 
if the term Hr in the palace (hi) should be read as 
Hr-h, ‘Horus of the Palace’or if the building was 
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only à frame for the royal name, like the cartouche 
in later inscriptions. The hawk often wore different 
crowns as early as the Old Kingdom: the first attested 
Protodynastic kings were named after dangerous 
animals (scorpion, cobra, silurus) or particular 
fighting king qualities (protecting, warrior, stretching 
the bow).!” Srh means ‘glory, celebrity’, ‘throne’, 
‘monument’, and, as a verb, is the causative of rh, ‘let 
to know, inform”. Therefore, the Horus name applies 
to the king as the official embodiment of power and 
focuses on his institutional and physical location 
within the royal palace. On the contrary, from the 
Old Kingdom, nsw was the usual designation ofthe 
king and was originally combined in union with the 
term bity as one of the five royal names. The title 15w 
bity reflects the duality pervading the Egyptian way 
of conceiving world and order in nature, The divine 
world was also submitted to this dualistic order in 
which either member of a couple was essential to 
complete the whole. During the Predynastic age, the 
fist reading of the group must have been swty | ©, 
meaning ‘who belongs to swt-plant”. The writing, 
already evidenced since the beginning of the Old 
Kingdom, was interpreted by Sethe'f as n(y)-swr, 
‘belonging to the swt-plant’, ie. as a synonym of the 
older form swty.!? The traditional etymology 7y-5w.f, 
as ‘the one who belongs to the swt-plant, has been 
put in question, and its origin has recently been 
connected with a Berber root n-z, n-z-j, meaning ‘the 
first, the elder’.?! 


The term n.5w (usually written without the king’s 
name) occurs for the most abstract designation of the 
office, 

‘It was the nswt that was active in legal situations, 
official documents, certain decrees, specific events, 
and endowments”?2. 

In our documents, the word wd links the two 
royal definitions: n5W (as a part of the fixed expression 


wd-nsw) and Hr (as an action coming from man 
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The papyti from Gebelein, recently published by 
Demichelis'? on the basis of the work of P. Posener- 
Krièger, are dated to the #* Dynasty by Posener- 
Krièger and do not contain royal decrees. 


In most cases the expression wd-nsw' is written 
all in the same direction, i.e. 1° following an 
orientation opposing to that of the whole text. The 
only exceptions are Pepi l’s act from Dahshur and Pepi 
Ils two decrees, the first decree from the temple of 
Min at Coptos and the letter to Herkhuf, respectively. 
Probably also Pepi Ils decree from Giza, his second 
decree from the temple of Min at Coptos and his 
decree for the ‘Min strengthens Neferkare’foundation 
must have presented the same form, ie{$ © |, but 


we cannot be certain since the first line is partly lost. 


The feminine form wd.f appears in Old Kingdom 
private texts to mean an order or a decision proceeding 
from an official, especially concerning his funerary 


cult. 


Middle Kingdom and Second Intermediate 
Period 


Royal decrées during the Middle Kingdom and 
the Second Intermediate Period bear the wd-nsw 
heading like the Old Kingdom edicts, but the writing 
in some cases differs from the earlier form. We have 
eight acts dating to this time: in one - Neferhotep’s 
decree (12% Dynasty) - the heading has not been 
preserved, while it is definitely missing from another, 
ie. Sobekhotep IV's edict (13% Dynasty). 


In the other documents, the TT group always 
follows the orientation of the remainder of the text 
but in three cases the word nsw is followed by the 
determinative of royalty, .e., 

a. Sesostris l’s decree from the Story of Sinuhe 

(11% Dynasty); 

b. Two decrees by an unknown king to the vizier 

Ankhu (12% Dynasty); 


c. Nubkheperra Antef V’s decree (17% Dynasty). 
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As for the other texts (the previously mentioned 
two decrees by Sesostri IIT), the term wd-nsw is 
written in the same way as in the Old Kingdom but 


with regular orientation. 


New Kingdom 

With regard to the New Kingdom, we have 
sixteen decrees, eight of which dating back to the 
18* Dynasty, four to the 19% and four to the 20° 
Dynasties. 

Forthe 18% Dynasty, the heading is present onlyin 
the queen Ahhotep's decree, in Thutmosis Ils for the 
public welfare and in Thutmosis ls to the viceroy of 
Kush. In other decrees - namely Thutmosis IV’s from 
a Theban tomb, Amenhotep Ils, Tutankhamon's to 
the Chief-treasurer Maya and Horemheb’s - the wd- 
nsw heading is no longer used and in one case only 
is replaced by the expression ‘decree issued in the 


majesty of the Palace”. 


We stress that in these edicts the word for decree 
is wd.t, feminine, and not wd, masculine, as presumed 


to be in the preceding periods. 


In the 19% dynasty decrees, the heading wd-nsw 
appears only once and precisely in the text of Sethi Ils 
act to an official in the oasis. In all the other cases, the 
heading is missing and only in Sethi ls decree from 


Nauri is replaced by the same expression as above. 


The sentence ‘decree issued in the majesty of the 
Palace’is also found in Ramses Ils edict. The wdg- 
nsw heading is missing from the decrees mentioned 
in the Harris Papyrus no. 1, while in the two last 
documents, Ramses IX’s decree to the high priest of 
Amon Ramsesnalkht and Ramses XT’s to the viceroy of 
Kush Panhesy, the expression wd-nsw occurs like in 
Old Kingdom documents but in both cases the word 


nsw is completed by the determinative of Horus on 


perch 4. 
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9- Pepi Ils first decree from the temple of Min at 
Coptos (Coptos B); 


10- Pepi Ils decree for the ‘Min strenghtens 
Neferkare’ foundation (Coptos D) 


11- Pepi Ils decree to the chief-caravan Herkhuf 


12- Neferkauhor’s decree to Idy (8* Dynasty 
Coptos O) 


6th Dynasty: 
5-Teti 


Sth Dynasty: 
1- Neferirkare 


PP EEE 
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13- Neferakauhor’s decree for the funerary cult of 
the vizier Shemai and his wife Nebet (Coptos 
K); 

14- Neferkauhor”’s decree for the land-property of 
his foundation (Coptos L); 


15- Demedjibtauy’s decree (9% Dynasty - R 
Coptos). 


81h Dynasty: 
12- Neferkauhor 


VDS ERREIE 


2- Lsesi 6- Pepil 


Ro Æ et auf D 


3- Isesi (from Abusir) 


7- Pepi Il 
À P 


a nb lis st 


8- Pepi II 


gseendans 2% 


ZAADEREMENE A 


13- Neferkauhor 


EME RAI 


14- Neferkauhor 


& 1 °° + D 23 


Fruumo)issf 


Jth Dynasty: 
15- Demedjibtauy 


RTE RES SR 


Tigsa23li 


9- Pepi 11 


PPDA 


10- Pepi IT 


Pis) s) 


et axASdiAes 


PA < ht \tftt 
VEEre n2%17 


4- Xsesi 
11: Pepi L 


Las So S 


Le" 
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Kingdom documents conveyed the idea of dative 
which in later periods was given by the preposition 
n %, The sequence of the text is as follows: speaker 
(nsw, which is transposed for honorific distinction), 


discourse (wd), addressee (sÿ nsw, mr, etc.). 


Goedicke on the contrary states’ that the wg- 
nsw form in Old Kingdom decrees was a verbal not a 
nominal group (sdm.f) because the determinative of 
the abstract ee is missing. He backs his affirmation by 
making reference to the tomb inscriptions formulated 
as addresses to the visitors where the verb is reversed 


to face the person addressed. 


Blumenthal, as Fischer, affirms that the reversal of 
the group wd-nsw was made to replace the preposition 
n according to the rebus principlef, The lack of a 
determinative in the word wd is explained because it 
is an abbreviated writing form appearing doubtlessly 


as a nominal form in the Old Kingdom”? 


Helck!® in his work on official Old Kingdom 
acts states that che irregular writing of the group wd- 
nsw linked the name of the addressee in the heading 
to the vertical column where the Horus name was 
inscribed, as they were written in the same direction. 
The word wd opposed to the direction of the rest of 
the inscription underlined that the order came from 
the Horus. 


List of cases 


Old Kingdom and First Intermediate Period 


We have twenty-three complete royal decrees 
for this period. The heading is missing from eight of 
them, precisely: 


l- Shepseskaf”s decree from Giza (4* Dynasty) 
(SHEPSESKAF, according to Goedicke’s 
abbreviations. !! 


2- Pepi ls decree from Coptos (6! Dynasty) 
(Coptos A); 
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3- Pepi Ils second decree from the temple of Min 
at Coptos 13 (6 Dynasty, as the following 
ones) (Coptos C); 


4. Pepi Ils decree to set up a statue and the related 
foundation (Coptos G); 


5- Decree by successor of Pepi II (6" Dynasty); 


6- Neferkauhor’s decree to the vizier Shemai (8° 
Dynasty as those below - Coptos I); 


7-_ Neferkauhor’s decree to Idy”’s brother (Coptos 

Q); 

8- Neferkauhor’s decree to Shemaï’s wife Nebet 

(Coptos J). 

Most of these documents come from Coptos 
where they were found in the foundations of Min 
temple. They were initially put out on the external 
walls of the temple and were not destroyed but buried 
in the foundations of the building when they became 
useless and outdated. 

The heading is missing from above mentioned 
decrees because of gaps in the first lines of the text, 
except for Pepi l’s decree where the text is intact but 
there is no wd-nsw form. 

Old Kingdom documents which presents the 
fixed wd-nsw form mentioned in the following tables 
afe: 

l- Neferirkare’s decree from Abydos (5 Dynasty 

- NEFERIRKARE) 

2- Isesi’s decree to the vizier Senedjemib (5 

Dynasty) 

3- Isesi's decrees from Raneferef’s temple at 

Abusir (A-B-C) 

4- Isesi’s decree to the vizier Rashepses from 

Sagqara 
5- Teti’s decree (6 Dynasty - TETI); 

6- Pepi l’s decree from Dahshur (6* Dynasty) 
7- _ Pepi l’s decree from Giza (6 Dynasty) 
8- Pepi Il’s decree from the Dakhla oasis 
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A Note on the Old Kingdom wd-nsw Heading 


Marcella Trapani 


Introduction 


Our research aims at reviewing che graphic form of 
royal decree headings as they appeared in Old Kingdom 
documents to establish whether the different forms 
of wd-nsw writings had a grammatical or a rhetorical 
meaning, in addition to spatial and aesthetic values. 
For this purpose, we will take all the royal decrees 
evidenced for the Old Kingdom into consideration. 
We will also examine later New Kingdom documents 
to establish a posterior chronological term to support 


our conclusion, 


The term wd-nsw, which we usually translate as 
‘royal decree”, in ancient Egyptian defined every word 
proceeding from the king ! As an expression of the 
royal will, the words automatically became orders. 
More specifically, the term did not only mean the 
king’s orders in a modern sense but also included 
the letters coming from him or from his chancellery. 
Besides, the term wd followed by the determinative [| 


also indicated the stela where the text was inscribed. 


According to Goedicke, ?wd and its derived words 
showed an absolute decision intended to endure in 
time, in contrast with hw expressing creative words, 


and with Ant that means ‘decision, instruction’, 


The first evidence of a decree dates back to 4 
dynastyKingShepseskafandconcernedtheestablishing 
of funerary offerings for Mykerinospyramid in Giza. 
Decrees were generally written on papyrus rolls: 
on€ copy was sent to the person or the institution 
concerned, while another was kept in the archives 
of the royal palace. The text was then copied onto 
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a stela and published by being placed at the temple 
entrance. In most cases, the stelae are accurate copies 
of the originals on papyri. The latter, on the contrary, 
are very rare: examples of these are the papyri found 
in ReneferePs temple at Abusir? These documents 
were studied by P. Posener-Krièger and include some 


fragmentary wdw-nsw headings. 


The wd-nsw Inversion 


À feature of decree copies on stone which draws 
the attention of scholars is the inversion of the group 
wd-nsw in relation to the writing direction of the 
other signs. This inversion has been interpreted in 
several different ways: one of the first Egyptologists 
who concentrated on this aspect of the wd-nsw 
was Fischer. He devoted a number of works to the 
orientation of hieroglyphs and to the function of 
different orientations in the inscriptions.* Fischer 
holds that the inversion may have been used to 
introduce a direct quotation (eg. with the group) 
= or a new discourse.’ The inversion would have 
been used to orientate the speaker/reader towards the 
direct quotation. In the case of wd-nsW, the target of 
the message was the recipient and the word wg was 
inverted towards him. The Old Kingdom wdw-nsw 
were generally addressed to officials or to a category 
of personnel and so the group was written in the 
opposite direction of their titles and names. From the 
Middle Kingdom onwards, the reversal of the wd-nsw 
group disappeared and the dative preposition n was 
found to introduce the addressee’s titles and name. 
Fischer therefore thinks that the inversion in the Old 
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For ©. Arad 34 cf. Aharoni, Arxd Inscriptions, 62-64; 
S. Yeivin, ‘A Hieratic Ostracon from Tel Arad, ZEJ 16 
(1966): 153-159; grain signs appear (in my own readings) 
in col. [:2, 4, 8, col, Il: 2, 3, 6, 8,9. 


16- E.g. Renz and Rëllig, Handbuch TI/1 51. 
À. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar’ (Oxford, 1957), 198 ($ 
266), 


17- col. I 3, 7, col. IL, 1, 7 (own readings). 
18- 2: col. [, 8, col. IL, 2, 8: 4: col. II, 2. 


19-M. Heide, ‘Wheat and Wine: À New Ostracon from 
the Shlomo Moussaieff Collection’, Biblische Norizen 
114/115 (2002) 40-45. Il: 3 and 4. 


20- cf. Naveh, Alphabet, 112-124. 


21-Appearance and development of the Phoenician and 
Aramaic numerals are conveniently presented in G. Ifrah, 
The Universal History of Numbers, X The Worlds First 
Number-Systems (London, 2000), 443-451. 


22- WE. Aufrecht, Corpus of Ammonite Inscriptions (Lewiston, 
1989), 355. 


23-R. Hestrin et al., Jnscriptions Reveal ?, (Jerusalem, 1973), 
no, 42. 


24- R, Deutsch, M. Heltzer, Windows to the Past, (Tel Aviv- 
Jaffa, 1997), 66. 


25- Hebrew ostraca are, like their classic counterparts, always, 
as a rule, potsherds, never stone flakes. 


26-P. Bordreuil, D. Pardee, ‘Le papyrus du marzeah, 
Semitica 38 (1990): 50-68. 


27- Renz and Rüllig, Handbuch, I, 285-287. 


28-The main corpora are: N. Avigad, B. Sass, Corpus of 
West Semitic Stamp Seals (Jerusalem, 1997); R. Deutsch, 
Messages from the Past, Hebrew Bullae from the Time of 
Baiah Through the Destruction of the First Temple (Tel 
Aviv, 1999) Deutsch, Biblical Period Hebrew Bullue 
(Tel Aviv, 2003). 


29- Deutsch, Messages, 166-173, 
30- Deutsch, Messages, no. 101. 
31- Deutsch, Messages, no. 98 

32- Deutsch, Messages, no. 97a. 
33- Deutsch, Messages, no. 97b. 
34- Deutsch, Messages, no. 100. 


35- Cf. eg. Messages, 197, and for a comprehensive 
discussion ©. Keel, C. Uehlinger, Gôftinnen, Gôtter und 
Gottessymbole, (Freiburg, 1992). 


36- E.g. P.S. Ash, David, Solomonand Egypt: À Reussessment, 
(Sheffield, 1999); B.U. Schipper, ‘Israel und À gypten in 
der Kôünigszeit OBO 170 (Freiburg, 1999); N. Sacher 
Fox, /n the service of the King Officialdom in Ancient 
Israel and Judah (Cincinnati, 2000). 


37-Sacher Fox, in the sevice of the king, 266-268; 
O. Goldwasser, ‘An Egyptian Scribe from Lachish and 
the Hieratic Tradition of the Hebrew Kingdoms, Tel 
Aviv 18, (1991), 251-252. 


38- For discussions on relevant evidence cf. eg. Gürg, 
Beziebungen; Gôrg, Aegyptiaca-Biblica, AAT 11 
(Wiesbaden, 1991). 
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that the Hieratic scribal traditions should be explained 
as remnants of a lasting impact of the Late Bronze 
Age/New Kingdom Egyptian administration of the 
region.’ While I would not exclude the possibility 
that the gap of several centuries of complete lack 
of evidence for Egyptian writing in Palestine could 
indeed be bridged somehow, my impression is — at 
this stage — that we might do better to think in both 
tracks. An unbroken survival of the Late Bronze Age 
heritage may be one component in explaining the 
phenomenon of ‘Palestinian Hieratic’; but strong 
contemporary affinities towards Egypt remain a very 
probable factor as well. Only through a thorough 
and comprehensive palaeographic examination of 
the sign shapes, in comparison with the Hieratic 
of the New Kingdom on one hand, with Late and 
Abnormal Hieratic, and also with Demotic, on the 
other, can a sound basis be established for clearer and 
safer results. Therefore I trust that the study of this 
peripheral subject shall be meaningful not only for 
Ancient Near Eastern and perhaps Biblical studies, 
but also for Egyptology and will eventually contribute 
to a difficult and much neglected sector of Hieratic 


palaeography. 


Endnotes 


1- C£ the standard works. A. Lemaire, Znscriptions hébraïques 
I: Les ostraca (Paris, 1977), 277-281; G.I. Davies, Ancient 
Hebrew Inscriptions (Cambridge, 1991), xix-xxii; J. Renz, 
W. Rôllig, Handbuch der althebräischen  Epigraphik 
(Darmstadt, 1995/2003), I: 292-295, I[:148-51, with 
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von den Anfängen bis zum Exil (Darmstadt, 1997); M.G. 
Hasel, Domination & Resistance: Egyptian Military Activity 
in the Southern Levant 1300-1185 BC (Leiden, 1998), C. 
Higginbotham, Egyptianisiation and Elite Emulation in 
Ramesside Palestine (Leiden, 2000). 
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Egyptian Hieratic Writing in the Levant in the 1“ Millennium B.C. 
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Writing in Late Bronze Age Palestine’, K.van Lerberghe, 
and G.Voet, and (cds) Languages and Cultures in Contact: 
At the Crossroads of Civilizations in the Syro-Mesopotamian 
Realm. OLA 96, (Leuven, 1999). For a complete list ofthe 
known Hieratic inscriptions cf. À. M. Maeir, M.Martin, 
and $S.Wimmer, An incised Hieratic Inscription from 
Tell es-Safi, in press. 


4- CE. B. Sass, The Genesis of the Alphabet and its Development 
in the Second Millennium B.C., AAT 13 (Wiesbaden, 
1988}, For Proto-Canaanite and Proto-Sinaitic, c£. S. 
Wimmer-Dewikat, ‘The Alphabet from Wadi el-Hôl - A 
First Try, GM 180 (2001), 107-112. 


5-Cf. the standard work. J. Naveh, Early History of the 
Alphabet. An Introduction to West Semitic Epigraphy and 
Palaeography Jerusalem/Leiden, 1982). 


6-cf. JT. Naveh, ‘Writing and Scripts in Seventh-Century 
B.C. E. Philistia,' JEJ 35 (1985), 8-21. 


7-G.A. Reisner et al, Harvard Excavations at Samaria, 
(Cambridge, 1924), I: 227-243. 


8- Reisner, Harvard Excavations at Samaria, 227-243 


9-M. Noth, ‘Das Krongut der israelitischen Kônige 
und seine Verwaltung, Zeitschrift des Deutschen 
Palästina-Vereins 50 (1927), 243, 


10- Lemaire, Ostraca, 281. 


11- R. Cohen, ‘Excavations at Kadesh-barnea 1976-1978," 
Biblical Archeologist 44 (1981), 93-107; Cohen. 
Kadesh-barnea: À Fortress from the Time of the Judaean 
Kingdom (Jerusalem, 1983), The territory and all the 
excavated material have meanwhile been returned to 
Egypt. 

12-The symbol looks like the hieroglyph Û (V. 6). For a 
discussion cf. R. Kletter, Economic Keystones. The Weight 
System of the Kingdom of Judah (Sheffield, 1998), 67-119. 
Metrologically the sheqel-weight system is indeed closely 
linked to the Egyptian dbn and gdt measures. 


13-A. Lemaire, P. Vernus, ‘Les ostraca paléo-hébreux de 
Qadesh-Barnéa’, Or 49 (1980), 341-345; À. Lemaire, P. 
Vernus, ‘L’ostracon paléo-hébreu no. 6 de Tell Qudeirat 
(Qadesh-Barnéa}”, in M. Gürg (ed.), Fontes atque Pontes 
(Fs Brunner), AAT 5 (Wiesbaden, 1983), 302-326. 


14- Y. Aharoni, Arad Inscriptions (Jerusalem, 1981),138-139. 


°15- For O. Arad 25 cf. Arad Inscriptions, 50-51.$. Yeivin, ‘An 


ostracon from Tel Arad exhibiting a combination of two 
scripts, JEA 55 (1969), 98-102. the grain signs appears 
in Il: 1 and 2. 
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know that the use of papyrus, at least in the official 
administration, was widespread, because large 
amounts of bullae are being found. These document 
sealings from clay, usually stamped with a personal 
seal of a scribe or official, are all that remains from the 


royal archives of Jerusalem and other places. 


Many of these bullae have been published only 
recently, and one group of them, the so called fiscal 
bullae, contain also Hieratic numerals.? They start 
with a regnal year, which — Like on the Samaria 
ostraca — is either written in words, or, much more 
often due to the limited space, as a number. And 
here an interesting phenomenon can be observed: 
Sometimes the single units appear as simple strokes 
even for higher numbers than ‘3’. E.g., the year ‘26° 
is written with the Hieratic sign for ‘20° plus six 
strokes.*? À look at other bullae helps to explain this 
anomaly: One bulla is dated to à ‘20th year’, and 2 
single strokes have clearly been added later, above the 
line? Obviously the seal for this bulla was used for 
several consécutive years. Instead of producing a new 
seal each year, the scribe engraved an additional ‘1? on 
his seal in the year 21, and yet another ‘l’ in the year 
22. Where there was enough space, the additional 
single unit strokes could more elegantly be added in 
line. One bulla clearly shows how the year ‘10° was 
gradually updated by first one stroke, then a second, a 
third, and squeezed into the little space left at the end 
of the line finally by a forth stroke.?? The seal was thus 
conveniently used from year ‘10’ till year ‘14’. A badly 
preserved bulla was published as another imprint of 
the very same seal.® Yet a close look reveals that the 
year date here is different. The sign for ‘10° is here 
followed by the number ‘8’. After year ‘14° the scribe 
was forced to produce new seals, because there was no 
more space to add more strokes, and what is preserved 
is the impression of the seal for year ‘18; the scribe 
here reverted to the proper way of writing the number 


and confined this seal for only one year’s use. 
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Finally, another bulla from a ‘10% (year) 
omitted the self evident word for ‘year’ and therefore 
had enough space to spell the ordinal number as à 
word. The formula, starting with the letter b for the 
preposition ‘in’, is preceded by a tall, cross Like sign. 
Although it is similar in shape to the Hebrew letter , 
this reading makes no sense here. Never is the dating 
formula preceded by any letter or word. À close look 
at the sign reveals that its upper tip is a bit inclined to 
the left, calling to mind the image of Egyptian plant 
signs, like à or perhaps 1 Even though the sign is 
not drawn precisely the way an Egyptian scribe would 
have written the year-plant, the assumption that a 
Hebrew scribe tried his best, and bearing in mind 
the almost microscopic dimension - the whole seal 
is not larger than a thumbnail and the letters are 2-3 
millimetres tall - I think the suggestion is acceptable 
that he wanted to introduce the Hebrew date with 
che Egyptian sign for ‘year’, the way Egyptian date 
formulae start. He would have done so in order to 
demonstrate his own high education, and certainly 
also as a reverence to ‘Mother Egypt’, where education 


and scribal practise in particular originate. 


Conclusion 


Seal impressions on bullae, and also preserved seals 
themselves, testify amply to Egyptian orientation and 
inspiration. Winged beetles lifting up the sun disc, 
uraei, winged suns, ankh signs and many other symbols 
are omnipresent in the iconography of the Iron Age 
Levant. In the Hebrew kingdoms in particular, the 
adoption of Hieratic numerals and other signs, is 
strong evidence for their close cultural bonds to the 
big neighbour in the West. In recent years a tendency 
has been felt in several analyses on interrelations in 
the Ancient Near East, to challenge this picture as 
drawn by previous researchers, and to minimize the 
extent of direct Egyptian impact during the Iron 
Age On that background it has been maintained 
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is of course possible chat this applies for these texts, 
but it is by no means proven. Also the H3r-measure 
may figure in O. Arad 34", and, in the view of the 
speaker, also the hg3t-fractions 2 and 14.'5 À strange 
way of expressing fractions seems to be attested on a 
newly published ostracon, perhaps also in association 
with the same hg3t-fractions.!? I would preliminarily 
suggest to read them as 1/8 and 2/8, but the matter 


certainly needs to be more thoroughly studied. 


Numerals, fractions, and abbreviations or special 
signs for commodities and measures are attested in 
ancient Hebrew inscriptions from at least the 9th 
century down to the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC. 
After the Babylonian Exile, from the Persian and 
then Hellenistic Periods on, the Hebrew language 
and script became substituted by Aramaean, except 
for rare cases like historicizing coin legends.? Hieratic 


signs are then no longer included. 


But we have until now spoken only about the 
Hebrew branch of the Northwest Semitic alphabet. 
Did the Phoenicians and Aramaeans not use Hieratic 
numerals? How did they write numbers? — It seems 
indeed to be the case that the Hieratic tradition 
was confined to the Hebrew Kingdoms of ancient 
Palestine. Aramaeans and Phoenicians alike were 
using numerals that appear identical to the Egyptian 
signs from ‘1’ to ‘3’, as they consist of the respective 
amounts of single, vertical strokes, except that they 
are sometimes markedly inclined.?! It becomes clear 
from the numerals ‘4 and onward, however, that 
they are not inspired by Egyptian tradition, because 
they are characteristically written in separate groups 
of three each. Thus, ‘7° for example, is written as two 
groups of 3 plus 1 stroke, ‘8’ as two groups of 3 plus 
2 strokes. It is obvious that this is not Hieratic, and 
also in Hieroglyphs, where the numbers up to ‘9’ are 
written as single strokes, they are not usually grouped 


in such a way. 
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Egyptian Hieratic Writing in the Levant in the 1* Millennium B.C. 


In his Corpus of Ammonite Inscriptions from 1989, 
Walter E. Aufrecht has presented the numeric signs 
that appear on a few ostraca from Hisban, east of 
the Dead Sea, as ‘Hieratic’; but as can be seen from 
the photos and facsimiles, these numbers follow the 


Aramaean, not the Epyptian tradition.? 


The units of tens in Aramaean and Phoenician 
alike, are represented by short, horizontal strokes, 
which later become curved and ligatured, as Aramaic 
develops into a variety of different branches. This is 
obviously the case in an ostracon from Tell Qasile, at 
the outskirts of modern Tel Aviv, where the letter #, 
certainly an abbreviation for ‘shegel”, is followed by 
three horizontal strokes, which can only be read as 
‘30° This ostracon might therefore be classified as 
Phoenician, not Hebrew. Since Tell Qasile displays 
remains of the Philistine culture, and bearing in 
mind how little we know about the Philistine script, 
an option remains that this is a Philistine ostracon, 
if the Philistines, like all other non-Hebrew peoples, 
preferred the non-Egyptian way of writing numerals. 
An ambiguous case is the incised line of a large, 
complete storage jar, from a private collection, where 
the words ‘(Belonging) to the king: prime (quality) 
oil are followed by two horizontal strokes, which can 
either be Hieratic ‘8’, or Phoenician/Aramaic ‘20°. If 
the jar is indeed ‘Judean’, asits publication asserts, the 
former is certainly correct. The peculiar technique of 
‘hammering” the incision into the already fired jar, is 


indeed familiar with Judaean inscriptions. 


Besides inscriptions on vessels and the widespread 
use of ostraca, papyrus must have been the most 
common writing material in ancient Palestine as well. 
Due to the climatic conditions, however, almost no 
papyrus documents from the Iron Age are preserved. 
Only one tiny strip of papyrus, pethaps from 
Jordan, has not long ago been presented.?$ Another 
rather miserable fragment, from the Dead Sea area, 


does contain Hieratic numerals.?’ Nevertheless, we 
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When we chose to include the epigraphic evidence 
ofthe Hebrew kingdoms, Judah in the south and Israel 
in the north, under the heading ‘Palestinian’ script, 
we revert to a more general, and purely geographically 
motivated term, with no ethnic, and let alone political, 


implications or intentions whatsoever. 


The evidence 


In the early 20% century, excavations of Samaria, 
at Sabastiye, northwest of modern Nablus, brought 
to light an archive of roughly a hundred ostraca, 
written in the ancient Hebrew script.’ Samaria was 
in the 9% and 8Ÿ century the capital of the northern 
Israelite Kingdom. Most of the texts start with a 
dating formula, ‘In the year so-and-s0”. The year 
number was in some cases expressed in words, e.g. 
‘In the tenth year’, but in other cases a combination 
of two non-alphabetic characters held the position 
of the numeral. Egyptologists will without difficulty 
recognize them as the Hieratic numerals for ‘10° 
and ‘5° = ‘15’. The excavator of Samaria — it was 
the famous Egyptologists George Reisner, who, 
like several of his colleagues, starting with Flinders 
Petrie, was involved in Palestinian archacology as 
well - translated the signs correctly as ‘15’, and didn’t 
even bother to explain that reading or to address the 
Hieratic nature of the signs in his publication.$ The 
German Old Testament scholar Martin Noth was the 
first, in 1927, to confirm their Hieratic reading, and 
he concluded, ‘Es ist sehr bedeutsam, daf da, wo wir 
zum ersten Male Zahlzeichen in Israel antreffen, es 
ägyptische Zeichen sind, die gebraucht werden.” Yet, 
the ‘Hieratic theory was not accepted by all and was 
repeatedly debated, until in the 1960s more ostraca 
with other, clearly Hieratic numbers and also some 
additional signs, were discovered, in Arad in the 
Negev, and at other sites. Since then the Hieratic 
nature of these signs has no longer been in dœubt, the 


evidence is by now overwhelming and ample. 


A chart from one of the most important studies 
on Hebrew ostraca, by the French Semitist André 
Lemaire from 1977, collects a considerable variety 
of Hieratic numerals, from ‘1’ to ‘50° and ‘300, 
plus additional signs.? That inventory increased 
enormously through a spectacular discovery that was 
made in 1979 at Tell Qudeirat or Qadesh Barnea, an 
Iron Age Judaean fortress, near the modern Egyptian- 
Israeli border.!! A small amount of ostraca was found 
in one of the rooms of the fortress, which may be 
identified as exercises for Israelite scribes who were 
trained in Hieratic numbers. The largest of these 
ostraca, about the size of a modern A4 sheet of paper 
(30 x 22 cm), repeats in 6 columns the numerals, 
in single units, tens, hundreds, and thousands. For 
‘10,000’, the highest number, the scribe wrote a 
Hieratic ‘10° plus the Hebrew word for ‘thousands’ in 
letters (10 3/pm°). Additional signs include a special 
symbol for the Hebrew weight unit ‘sheqgel’, the 
shape of which has until now not been convincingly 
explained”?, and a column of additional special signs, 
which are only partly understood; some of these 
may be Hieratic, The Qadesh Barnea ostraca were 
published by the above mentioned André Lemaire, 
together with Pascal Vernus, the only Egyptologist 
who has until now dealt with the phenomenon of 


Palestinan Hieratic’, as { would like to call it.! 


Non numerical signs are also found on the ostraca 
from Arad, from the early 6* century.* There appears 
to be the grain sign on ©. Arad 25 and 34, either as 
an indicator for grain in general or perhaps a kind of 
grain (barley?), or — more probable - à measure of 
capacity like hg3f or the quadruple hg3r.1$ hq3t seems 
to be implied also by the dot that appears many times 
on Hebrew ostraca, in contexts that fit to accounts 
or receipts of commodities. In the publications it is 
taken for granted that the number when following 
the dot is to be multiplied by the factor 10, according 
to the account in Gardiner”s Ævyptian Grammar. It 
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Egyptian Hieratic Writing in the Levant 
in the 1“ Millennium B.C. 


The use of Egyptian Hieratic signs in Iron Age 
Levantine inscriptions was discussed eighty years 
ago for the first time, and has by now been firmly 
recognised and unanimously accepted. The facts which 
this paper is based upon, are thus not new, except for 
some freshly published evidence. Yet, this marginal 
and rather late offspring of Egyptian epigraphy 
has never really been the subject of Egyptological 
debate. Understandably so, as it is considered a 
matter of Semitic, more precisely: Northwest Semitic 
epigraphy, and supposed to be dealt with by Semitists. 
The latter are, also understandably, not normally 
comfortably acquainted with the complex field of 
Hieratic palacography. Scholars of Semitic epigraphy 
have amply been referring to the phenomenon, as it 
appears more than occasionally in the inscriptions they 
deal with.! But a profound study of the subject has 
until now not been tackled. The author is set about 
undertaking such a comprehensive investigation. 
Since it is in its initiatory stages, this presentation is 
more on what is intended to be done rather on what 
has already been done. Eventual conclusions are still 


to be considered preliminary. 


The setting 


The land of Canaan in the Middle and Late Bronze 
Âge, corresponding to the Middle and New Kingdoms 
roughly until the decline of the 19* dynasty, was 
increasingly in the sphere of pharaonic interest and 
was for a considerable time factually a province of the 
Egyptian Empire? It is not surprising therefore that 


the known corpus of inscriptions, altogether very little 
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compared to what was written and.what is preserved 
at the same time in Egypt, is predominantly written in 
Egyptian scripts, Hieroglyphic and Hieratic. Besides, 
cuneiform was also in use, especially in the northern 
regions, where Mesopotamian influence is strongly 
felt. Very little text finds attest other scripts, such 
as Aegean and Hittite. There was, however, also an 
Egyptian inspired yet indigenous writing system, the 
Canaanite alphabet, or, as it is conventionally termed, 
Proto-Canaanite, known to Egyptologists mostly for 
its Proto-Sinaitic offspring and since recently also 
from the Wadi el-Hol desert road between Luxor and 
Farshut.* 


The last two centuries of the 2“ Millennium, 
the first phase of the Iron Age, bring about an abrupt 
decline of Egyptian administration in the Levant 
and the genesis of a variety of new ethnic-cultural, 
and very gradually also political, structures. By the 
9h century - we are now in Iron Age IT - che Proto- 
Canaanite script has developed into distinct branches 
of what we call the Northwest Semitic alphabet: 
mainly Phoenician, Hebrew and Aramaic.® These 
alphabets look all quite similar to the non-specialist, 
but they can be distinguished in certain details. Even 
more difficult is it to tell apart specific Ammonite, 
Moabite and Edomite scribal characteristics in 
Transjordan. The Philistines, inhabiting only the 
southern coastal areas of what would later be called 
Palestine, constitute a special case, as their language 
and scripture are yet hard to grasp and require much 


more further research.$ 
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16- This is to be found in the second of 4 colophons. Ît quotes 


a poem by Su Dongpo (1036-1101), Shen C. Y. Fu, 
Traces ofthe Brush (New Haven, 1987), 241. 


17- Liu Zhengcheng, ed., Zhongeuo shufa quanji. vol. 


19:360 (Beijing). 


18- Wen C. Fong, etal., Images of the Mind, Selections 


from the Edward L. Elliott Family and John B. Elliott 
Collections of Chinese Calligraphy and Painting at 
The Art Museum, Princeton University. (Princeton, 
1984), 74-5. 


19- Rainer Hannig, Die Sprache der Pharaonen, Grokes 


Handwôrterbuch Agyptiseh-Deutsch. (Mainz, 1995), 
818. 


20- I have excluded demotic here, for pragmatic reasons. 


21- The table in Richard Parkinson and Stephen Quirke, 


Papyrus. Egyptian Bookshelf (London, 1995), 25, is 
very helpful in making these discriminations. 


22- Parkinson and Quirke, Papyrus, 45. 


23-This graph is often oversized and executed with a dramatic 


diagonal stroke to the lower left in papyri of the New 
Kingdom and XXI Dynasty. It is far less conspicuous in 
Old Kingdom, Middle Kingdom and Late Period writing, 
at least in so far as it is exemplified in Georg Müller's 
Hieratische Paläographie, 3 vols. (Leipzig, 1912). 


24- Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature Il, (Berkeley, 
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perspective on what scribes like Pentwere thought 
of beautiful handwriting. In the end, though, the 
recognition of the aesthetic value of this calligraphy 
need not depend upon an ancient Egyptian precedent. 
It resides with us as readers of these texts, and offers 
us the encouragement to make their beauty better 
known and to acknowledge the gestural vitality which 


enlivens their age-old performances even today. 


Endnotes 


1- Richard Parkinson and Stephen Quirke, Papyrus 
(London, 1995), 27-8. 


2- Magnetick Lady Iiv. 


3- Chambers Cyclopedia Supplement, sv, (1753). 
“Calligraphy made an article in the manual labour of the 
antient monks.’ 


4- Felton, Ancient and Modern Grammar, I (1866), xii- 
498. ‘The age of calligraphy is gone.’ 


5- Milton Colast, (1645), Wks. (1847): 221-2. ‘A divine of 
note had stuck it here and there with a clove of his own 
calligraphy, to keep it from tainting.’ 

Household Words. XIII (1856), 240, ‘His calligraphy 

suggests the skating of an intoxicated sweep over a sheet 
of ice.’ 
Gullick and Timbs Painting. (1859),100. The study 
of the calligraphy, or penmanship, of ancient mss. 1880 
Earle, Philol. ET. $99, ‘In the eleventh century the 
fashion of our calligraphy was changed.’ 


6- Robert Harrist, ‘4 Letter from Wang Hsi-chih, "In The 
Embodied Image. Chinese Calligraphy from the John 
B. Elliott Collection. (Princeton, 1999), 241. 


7- In many ways, my comments here will apply to Korean 
and Japanese writing as well as Chinese, but there are, in 
the former two cases, numerous exceptions to some of the 
things l’Il talk about. Space limitations prevent me from 
elaborating on all these exceptions. 


8- The historical development of Chinese graphs had an 
important influence on the typology of graphs available 
to the calligraphy, but history was not a controlling 
factor for this typology. In historical terms, the highly 
cursivized system of caoshu ‘grass writing’ developed with 
the inception of writing on wooden slips with brushes, 
and was parallel to the later evolution of the graphs used 
on bronzes, but the typology which took hold ranges 
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from, on the one side, a historically newer style of script, 
called alternatively kaishu ‘orthodox script’ or zhenshu 
‘true script’ to the other side where caoshu represents a 
cursivization of zhenshu, In the middle is a less cursivized, 
but nonetheless flowing script called xingshu, ‘running 
script.” 


9- Exceptions come, not surprisingly, in the context of Zen, 
where nonconformity is highly valued, ending at the 
asymptotic limit of calligraphic expression, the ensô, 


10- Some would say ‘decorum rather chan context, but to me 
‘decorum’ seems too narrowly connected with politeness 
and conformity to encompass che flexibility of calligraphic 
usage from case to case. 


11- East Asian brushes are made from various types of animal 
hair, often wich many different types of hair represented 
in a single brush. 


12- The actual content of the Wang Xizhi rext has proved 
difficult to understand. The piece is commonly referred 
to by two prominent graphs in the first line, xing and 
rang, and is thus named the Xinngrang tie, or ‘Xingrang 
scroll usually translated as ‘A Ritual for a Good Harvest, 
but the Japanese scholars Morino Shigeo and Satô 
Tokiyuki understood ‘rang’ as a place name. Following 

- them, T prefer to read che vitle as, ‘Gone to Rang.” Given 
that understanding, Wang’s text on the scroll mighr 
be understood to mean ‘Sir, you have long since gone 
to Rang. Has [a certain] person acquiesced or not? It 
is important to consider whether à person appointed to 
the province is fit [to serve]. If he is fit, then it is best 
to appoint him at once, and that's that. Let me know 
how things stand.” My translation of Morino and Satô’s 
reading of the Chinese text, from Wang Xézhi zenshokan 
(Tokyo, 1996), 326-27. 


13- Wen C. Fong, etal., ‘Images of the Mind,‘ Selections 
Jrom the Edward L. Elliott Family and John B. Elliott. 
Collections of Chinese Calligraphy and Painting at 
The Art Museum, Princeton University. (Princeton, 
1984), 74-5. 


14- Even the two lines attributed to Wang Xizhi in this 
piece are not actually in his hand, but ate, rather, 
meticulously executed tracing copies from, probably, 
che Tang Dynasty. Apparently no originals in Wang's 
hand have survived. 


15- The dynasty in question shows us, moreover, the earliest 
clear development of an art market for calligraphy, even 
if handwriting had apparently been appreciated even 
garlier in Chinese history. See Robert E. Harrist, Jr. 4 
Letter from Wang Hsi-chih and the Culture of Chinese 
Calligraphy. 241. 
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Some graphs exhibit ‘eccentricities.” Perhaps 
they should be called hallmarks of the student’s 
style rather than ‘eccentricities’ because they are 
aesthetically successful. The graph gK, for instance, 
as we see at the end of the seventh line, seems to 
be one of the student’s favorites, and is also to be 
found elsewhere in pSallier IT as well as in pSallier 
II (which I believe to be in a different hand).® 
(Fig. 7) 

But to return to the point I was making earlier: the 
student’s horses are awkward. The frst is too heavy at 
the front, with more the build of a boar or hyena than 
chat of a horse. The second, too, though somewhat 
more successful, is still too heavy in the neck and 
weak in the haunches. The masters corrections, on 
the other hand, are graceful and closely observed 
graphic representations of a horse’s physique. They 
have movement, and retain iconicity, even as the 
transfer to gesture is confident and attractive. The 
example to the left recalls relief sculpture, as in, for 
example, the Qadesh reliefs of Ramesses IT at Karnak. 
All the same, the natural variation in the end of the 


pen or brush is visible, and shows a gesture, the trace 


of performance. 


Figure 7. The word oq from pSallier II The graph for cormorant 
is characteristically oversized in many New Kingdom papyri. In 
this case, it and several graphs following it are written in red. This 
examples is fom pSallier IT, text block 13, line 6, (Again, from 
Select Papyri in the Hieratic Character, published by the British 


In ancient Egyptian papyri such as pAni and 
pSallier, then, we find not only evidence of a 
diversity of script styles and responses to writing tasks 
acknowledging context, but also an implicit interest 
in aesthetics and a trace of performance. All these 
features make a fit comparison with the calligraphic 
traditions of East Asia, and promise further benefits 
from the study of hieratic and cursive hieroglyphs for 
their aesthetic qualities, over and above their content 


per se, and their literary and historiographical value. 


What about the ancient acknowledgement of such 
aesthetic value? I remarked earlier on the evaluative 
judgments in East Asia which assume broad cultural 
assent and imply a set of cultural practices and focus 
on individual performance toward à recognizable 
cultural end. Here, in the case of Egypt, we await 
further. All the same, though, we can recognize the 
efforts of scribes and their masters to produce a not 
only legible but pleasing result in writing, and at the 
same time point to the pride a handful of individuals 
express in colophons to their work. In the papyrus 
we have looked at most carefully here, pSallier II, 
for example, the scribe Pentwere’ concludes his work 


with the following comment, 


This writing [wvas written] in the year 9, second 
month of summer, of the King of Upper and 
Lover Egypt Usermare'-sotbenre’, tbe Son of 
Re, Ramesse, Beloved of Amun, given life for all 
eternity like his father Re’. 


[Te bas been brought to a successful conclusion] 
through the agency of the Chief Archivist of #be 
Royal Treasury, Amenemone, tbe Scribe of the 
Royal Treasury, Amenemmwia, and the Scribe 
of the Royal Treasun,….Made by the Scribe 


Penthyere. 


Pentwere, here, shows his pride in accomplishment 
only lightly, but gives us a perspective on his 
engagement in the project, nonetheless. Perhaps 


further discoveries will afford us a more detailed 
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‘Corrections’ like these are evident in pSallier II 
and IE, and particularly common in the pSallier IV, 
but if they are indeed corrections, then they are a 
rather unusual variety of correction. In most cases 
they do not seem to correct the meaning of the text, 
i.e., the content proper, by, say, striking though a 
mistake and adding a more grammatical or better 
spelled improvement or correction thereto. In these 
cases, it is apparently not usually a departure from 
idiomatic usage or a solecism or dittography or other 
technical fault which is being corrected, but rather, 
an aesthetic redirection. Consider another example 


here, from the beginning of pSallier II. (Fig. 5) 


The two instances of the graph for horse in 
the ‘student’s’ text are, to be sure, clumsy and ill- 
proportioned, compared to the ‘masters’ versions. 
Yet the student is no mere novice. He has a fluent 
and assured hand, evidenced in, for instance, the 
flourishes he takes advantage of with graphs which 
terminate in a downward stroke to the right (as 
in the graph for the consonant ‘k’) or extended 
conspicuously to the left (as in the graph for the 
consonant ‘f) or, with somewhat less panache, in 


initiatory strokes from above the line to the right in 
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the first graph of the word w3st or in the logograph 
mic 

There is, overall, a fine balance to the page 
as a whole, the lines are even, the block of text 
is well proportioned and individual strokes are 
gracefully modulated for the most part. Sometimes 


a graph shows particular vigor and dynamism: 


the determinative for the word phrr, for example. 
(Fig. 6) 


Figure 6. The Word pHrr from pSallier III (From Select Papyri 
in the Hieratic Character, published by the British Museum in the 
nineteenth century.) 


Figure 5. Graphs for ‘Horse’ from pSallier III Three examples by the ‘master in the upper row, tio by the ‘student’ in the lower row. 
(From Select Papyri in the Hieratie Character, published by the British Museum in the ninereench century.) 
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etc.) and chronological context. (And in some cases 
it shows geographical distinctions as well.) In this 
range of difference, cursive hieroglyphs and hieratic 
show a diversification similar to that exhibited by 
Chinese zhenshu, xingshu and caoshu, and there is, 
moreover, a frequent correlation between the purpose 
for which a text was written and the explicit visual 


form its graphs take. 


Thus, numerous early administrative documents 
from el-Lahun and Hatnub, to mention two examples, 
show individually discrete graphs, sometimes in 
vertical columns (rather than the horizontal columns 
which become the standard later), with few ligatures 
and clear decisive strokes showing considerable 
variation in stroke thickness. On the other hand, 
several important literary manuscripts, such as the 
Berlin papyrus of the Tale of Sinuhe, show calligraphy 
of a regular, flowing and strongly cursivized 
character, with frequent ligatures and a high degree of 
standardized stroke abbreviations. 


Hieratic on ostraka generally show fewer aesthetic 
pretensions, although in some cases, it too is graceful, 
balanced and neatly written. Administrative hieratic 
shows a yet more extreme cursivization, with frequent 
ligatures in commonlÿ used groups of graphs (such 
as in dates) and a greater horizontal elongation of 
strokes. Variation in graph size is less dramatic in most 
Egyptian handwriting than in Chinese calligraphy, 
but it does occur in certain intriguing cases (one of 
which we will look at more carefully below), and it 


may serve a semantic as well as an aesthetic role. 


In East Asia, the use of coloured inks is rare in 
calligraphy whereas in many Egyptian manuscripts, 
the colour red is frequently used, often with some 
sort of specific meaning. Parkinson and Quirke note 
that in accounting papyri tubrics sometimes mark 
distinctions in the commodities notated whereas 
in medical papyri it is, sometimes, quantities of 


ingredients which are written in red. Sometimes 


insertions, corrections or replies to a text were written 
in red and, most interesting of all, in certain religious 
texts, the names of dernons are written in a ‘baleful 


red. 


Let us turn now to a some specific examples. I 
have chosen the Papyri Sallier to illustrate some of 
the features of hieratic writing which seem to me 
indications of explicit aesthetic concern, and therefore 
implicit acknowledgement of a role for calligraphy in 


ancient Egyptian writing, 


The Papyri Sallier are conventionally divided into 
four specific scrolls. The first contains the Teaching of 
Amenemhet and thestory ofSegenenre and Apophis, the 
second a continuation of the Teaching of Amenemhet 
as well as the Teaching of Kheti and a version of the 
famous Hymn to the Nile, the third an account of the 
Battle of Oadesh of Rameses II. The fourth records a 


day-book and, on the verso, a school text. 


First, let’s consider a leaf from pSallier IT. As 
elsewhere in the Sallier papyri, the block of text here 
seems to show corrections. Apparently, a master scribe 
has added superior versions of certain graphs in the 
margin above the extended block of text written by a 


student, (I will use these terms ‘master’ and ‘student’ 


here only heuristically.) (Fig. 4.) 


Figure 4, Marginal Graph from pSallier II The Masters’ version 
of the graph for ‘crocodile’ written in the upper margin to correct 
a ‘student’ version (toward the left side of the second line). (From 
Select Papyri in the Hieratic Character, published by the British 
Museum in the nineteenth century.) 
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conventions and standards, in the end, submission 
to the conventions is to be seen as a means toward 
the cultivation of a strongly individual and ethically 
upright identity. As scholar and curator Wen Fong 


points out, 


learning calligraphy bas more to do with what 
one studies to be than with wbat one studies. To 
learn calligraphy from either a living or an ancien! 
model is to perform a physical act generated from 
within: Lo do it well, one must férst know onesef. 
Therefore the wise student aimes not for slavish 
imitation, but for spiritual responses (chen-bui) 
lo bis models, and of the growth and cultivation 
of the self through art’. 8 


What can a comparison with Chinese calligraphy 
such as I have just undertaken tell us about a putative 
Egyptian calligraphy? First we must recognize a couple 


of significant differences: 


In ancient Egyptian texts, there is, apparently, no 
clear and explicit acknowledgement of the beauty of 
‘calligraphy” (in the particular since i have adopted 
for the term in this paper). There are certainly 
explicit acknowledgments of the beauty of carved and 
painted hieroglyphs. They are, after all, mdw-ntr, ‘the 
speech of god.” References to the aesthetic qualities 
of calligraphy, however, that is to say, the qualities of 
cursive hieroglyphs and, more importantly, hieratic, 
have been very difficult to identify. It is apparently 
even difficult to identify a word the ancient Egyptians 
may have used to refer to the writing forms we call 
‘hieratic’ and ‘demotic.” The term #fw may refer to 
hieratic,!° but it might alternatively have reference to 
the material support (a papyrus scroll) upon which 
hieratic writing is performed rather than the writing 
itself. Any explicit ancient Egyptian reference to the 
aesthetic quality of handwriting seems all the more 


elusive. 


And yet, there is no lack of implicit awareness 


of a range of ‘calligraphic’ (.e., handwritten) styles. 
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These range from, on the one hand, the varieties of 
‘cursive hieroglyphs’ in various funerary papyri to 
the dramatically simplified and cursivized graphs of 


several types of hieratic.# 


The celebrated Papyrus of Ani itself contains at 
least two distinct styles of cursive hieroglyphs. In 
one, found in the introductory hymns to Osiris and 
Re, the graphs are written in an exacting form with 
extensive detail. The owl and quail chick, for instance, 
show individually delineated tail feathers and other 
features, che reed graph (for the consonant ‘j”) has its 


grassy frond carefully drawn. (Fig. 3) 


A second style of cursive hieroglyphs, exemplified 
in the text of ch. 17 of the Book of the Dead, is 
much closer to hieratic. The owl glyph is reduced 
to (apparently) three strokes of the reed pen, the 
quail chick is similarly schematized, its head turned 
into a simple hook and its legs, a couple of simple 
fluent strokes. The reed for consonant ‘j” is radically 


simplified along the lines of hieratic. 


In hieratic, there is a wide variety of written 


styles, distinct according to both purpose (Literary 


hieratic, administrative hieratic, ‘abnormal’ hieratic, 


Figure 3. Different Versions of Cursive Hieroglyphs from 
Papyrus of Ani The graphs for the phonetics ‘mn, ‘w,” and ‘? 
from the Papyrus of Ani. The top row is of the sort used in the 
introductory Hymn to Osiris and hymn te Re whereas the bottom 
row is from BD 17. 
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example ofcalligraphy, but many would agree that this 


comment is apposite to the Xingrangtie as well.!£ 


À modern scholar of Chinese calligraphy discusses 
the virtues of Wang’s cailigraphy here as follows: 


The brushvork on this scroll bas warmtb and 
substance. If doesn't reveal the brushtib or stroke 
corners, In tbe past, one bas found in it a taste of 
tbe sealserit of Tai Shilin of the Zhou Dynasty. 

The grabhs for ‘xingrang for jue’ for ‘dudang' 
and the like present an enchanting sight. In tbe 
turning of the strokes one best observes traces of 
[Wang's] untrammeled nobility'" 


Comments such as these, though they encourage 
us to pay attention to Wang’s calligraphy, do little 
to guide our appreciation in a specific way, but it is 
important to make concrete observations about the 
piece and describe how it has achieved its illustrious 
aesthetic status. Ît is praised for spontaneity, 
individuality, and fluidity, and within a cultural 
context which places a very high value on decorum, 
propriety and intelligibility, it is noteworthy that 
Wang Xizhis text here manifests a degree of admirable 


eccentricity, 


In specific terms, the piece exhibits a significant 
range of variation in the size of its graphs, in stroke 
thickness and ink tone although this is difficult to 
discern in reproductions. The spacing oftheindividual 
graphs is dynamic, and although a perfect balance is 
maintained vertically, in the horizontal dimension 
the graphs do not occupy predictable parallel boxes, 
but rather show, each one of them, an individual 
and unique command of surrounding space. The 
result creates a beautiful sense of balance and grace 
in movement. If this is not immediately apparent in 
its own right, it becomes clear when Wang's text is 
compared with the Qianlong Emperor’s inscription 
just to the right. That inscription-the one which reads 
‘a dragon dances before the gate of heaven, a tiger 


crouches at the phoenix pavilion- is written in eight 
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graphs in the running style, fluent enough, to be sure. 
The variation in size among those graphs, however, is 
not balanced throughout the full line, but is, rather, 
awkwardly proportioned: the first two graphs are 
large and the remaining six unconvincingly smaller. 
The execution of the individual strokes is technically 
skillful, but seems preciousand crabbed in comparison 
with Wang’s two lines. Qianlong’'s text is, moreover, 
out of balance vertically, tilting to the left. 
‘Spontaneity” is a difficult thing to judge is 
concrete terms, but it is highly treasured in East 
Asian calligraphy, no doubt in large part because 
the materials with which writing is accomplished do 
not allow hesitation. The paper is absorbent and any 
hesitation in the stroke is likely to produce a puddling 
or blotch in the writing. Additionally, che Chinese 
brush is constructed in such a way that the placement 
of the brush tip, the manipulation of the body of 
the hairs in the brush, the twisting of the shaft, the 
extent of pressure upon the hairs-all these things are 
likely to produce a discernible effect in the written 
graphs. Additionally, the pool of ink in the brush 
is diminished as the writing proceeds, and in some 
cases, the ink tone changes significantly in response 
to the amount of ink remaining in the brush. This 
allows a careful observer to trace the movement and 
speed of the original act of writing in such a way that 
the performative act of the writing can be reenacted 
in the viewer’s apprehension of the piece. This is 
probably at least in part why ‘spontaneity can be 
identified in the object and appreciated as one of its 


defining characteristics. 


In East Asia, calligraphy is widely understood 
to have an ethical dimension. It is read as an index 
of the writer’s identity, revealing not only technical 
skill but also resolution, insight, self-awareness and 
cultivation. Thus, within cultures where the process 
of learning to write is complex and exceptionally time- 


consuming, and subject moreover to strict cultural 
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Figure 2. Xingrangtie by Wang Xizhi The central two lines alone are attributed to Wang Xhizhi, The other writing consists of statements 


by later owners of the piece, and the seal impressions (in red in the original) also attest to the provenance of the piece, (Princeton 
University Art Museum, Bequest of John B. Elliott, Class of 1951. Photo by Bruce M. White.Used by Permission.) 


in founding a new dynasty, the Eastern Jin (317- 
420). He himself held various government positions. 
Thereafter, Wang’s position as a great calligrapher 
was solidified by the Tang Emperor Taizong (598- 
649), and he continued to be revered into the Song 
dynasty. 

But even in acknowledging the role of political 
patronage and imperial recognition in the creation 
of Wang’s reputation, I would insist on the aesthetic 
value of his work. The numerous colophons and 
commentaries on the scroll itself attest to the aesthetic 
appreciation of its many owners, but their comments 


tend to be metaphorical and abstract. 
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The Qianlong Emperor made his own bold 
inscription to the right of Wang's text, reading 
‘a dragon dances before the gate of heaven, à tiger 
crouches at the phoenix pavilion.” In this, Qianlong 
quotes an earlier emperor, Liang dynasty Emperor 
Wu (r. 502-549), who used the phrase to describe 
another piece of calligraphy by Wang Xizhi. 

Inasimilarlyindirectway,acelebratedcalligrapher, 
painter, and critic of the early seventeenth century, 
Dong Qichang (1555-1636) asserts that Wang’s two 
lines here are ‘“wotth more than thirty-thousand other 
scrolls.” In doing so, he is quoting a famous poet who 
was, for his part, referting to another highly prized 


15 


Thomas Hare 


to aesthetics and formalism and wrote quickly and 


without aesthetic concern. 


But the use of cursivized script forms is by no 
means always a matter of practical expedience. Certain 
highly valued and conspicuous forms of cultural 
expression were cast in both xingshu and caoshu, and 
in the development of the script, it became possible 
to relegate formalism to a secondary position and 
place expressionism in the central position. This is 
most obvious in the eccentric style of caoshu called 
kuangshu, ‘crazy writing,” where legibility itself is a 
secondary concern, and the writer’s untrammelled 
impulse is given full allowance. The most celebrated 
example of this form of Chinese is the personal 


testament of the monk Huaisu. 


We can already discern in the contrast between 
the orthodox and minutely controlled zhenshu of 
Buddhist scriptures and the wildly eccentric and 
expressionistic script of the personal testament of 
Huaisu (725-85) that a primary factor influencing 
script choice is context. The material interface in 
any given example of writing has a strong influence 
on the type of script used and whether it is written 
with, a small brush of delicate hair or a larger one 
of coarser hair or even split bamboo.!! Documents 
related to government administration favor legibility 
and orthodoxy, and zhenshu is the standard there. 
In some cases legibility ourweighs all other factors, 
and little aesthetic motivation is apparent, but in 
other cases, when the document, however official and 
formal, is also reflective of the engagement of persons 
of high status, an aesthetic element is also prominent 


in imperial rescripts and the like. 


Texts of a more explicitly aesthetic nature, 
collections of poetry, colophons on paintings, literary 
essays, and the like, call for a less rigid and unforgiving 
script form than zhenshu, and are often written in 
xingshu or caoshu. Later in the tradition, the archaic 


forms of seal script (jiagu wen, jin wen and zhuan 
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wen) and scribal script (lishu) were also resuscitated 


for use in a range of contexts. 


At this point it will serve our purposes to Look 
at a specific example of Chinese calligraphy, rather 
than continue in a general examination. (Fig. 2). I 
have chosen for this purpose a piece in the Princeton 
University Museum known as ‘Xingrangtie”!? from 
two of the more prominent graphs in the text. The 
piece is attributed to the celebrated fourth century 
calligrapher, Wang Xizhi. His status is unparalleled 
in East Asian history. As Prof. Wen Fong has pointed 


out, 


Wang Xizhi and bis son Wang Xianzhi were 
considered paragons of calligraphic art. The elder 
Xizhi was thought ‘a model of judiciousness, 
keen perception, and profonnd learning,” and 
bis son Xianzhi was considered to ‘[epitomize] 
brilliant insight and intuition” Ÿ 


Wang Xizhis calligraphy serves even today as an 
ideal toward which ambitious calligraphers aspire. 
Oaly two lines ofthe Xingrangtie scroll are attributed 
to Wang Xizhi; the other rather extensive passages 
on the scroll are all by other writers, and all of these 
extra comments relate to Wang Xizhis two lines, as 
colophons, expressions of admiration or claims of 
ownership."* In addition to the writing on the scroll, 
there are some eighty-seven seal impressions in red 
ink, again, marks of ownership and appreciation 
extending through a full nine centuries. The piece 
has been owned by three Chinese emperors, among 
them Emperor Huizong (r. 1101-25) of the Song and 
Emperor Qianlong (r. 1736-95) of the Qing. 

What was it that engaged the interest of such 
a range of collectors and connoisseurs? There is, of 
course, a political dimension to this appreciation. 
Wang Xizhi was a member of an influential family in 
Northern China during a period of political change 


and conflict, and his family played an important role 
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standardized for incision and casting in a wide 
variety of bronze articles in laborious and expensive 
processes, and for some time, writing seems to have 
been an activity with high cultural capital and more 
ritual than practical significance. Before long, though, 
more practical means of writing were developed to 
allow the transmission of ephemeral information. In 
China, this was accomplished on wooden slips with 
early brushes, The change from incision and casting 
to painting or brush writing had a profound effect on 
the appearance of the graphs, and laid the ground for 
calligraphy as a high art in East Asian culture.’ 


The historical development of writing has 
influenced the calligraphic canon, but it is not the 
primary differential for calligraphictypes: the spectrum 
ranging from zhenshu to xingshu to caoshu is central 
and although it shows a progressive cursivization 


in forms, that cursivization does not directly reflect 
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historical development. Zhenshu is actually later in 
historical development than caoshu, but all the same, 
it has become the standard form, both pedagogically 
and commercially. Xingshu seems in many ways a 
compromise between zhenshu and caoshu, and it 
is difficult to identify à clear point in the spectrum 
when one style ‘changes’ to another (although there 
are many discrete examples which unambiguously 
exemplify one specific style of writing.) (Fig, 1). 

The choice of whether to use zhenshu, xingshu 
or caoshu to write a given text rests only in part 
with the writer. In certain contexts, most clearly in 
the copying of Buddhist scriptures, certain script 
forms are the norm, and it is highly unusual to find 
exceptions to that norm until several hundreds of 
years into the practice.” Some influence here must be 


attributed to pragmatism. In writing certain kinds of 


informal practical texts, writers paid Little attention 


Figure 1. Comparison of Standard Script Forms in Chinese. The graphs, from left to right, for ‘write’ and the standard script forms 
‘zhen,’ ‘cao” and ‘xing’ are shown in progressive degrees of cursivization, from top to bottom. (Graphs from T'akatsuka Chikudé, Shozni 
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of handwriting, or, importantly, to a particular 
‘person’s characteristic handwriting or ‘hand’,° in an 
insightful figure which weds identity to gesture to its 
manifestation as writing, 

In many examples of usage in English, the focus of 
calligraphy is not only the beauty of a given example 
of writing, but also the skill of the writer, and the 
presence of an individual hand. As far as I have been 
able to ascertain, examples in French (calligraphie) 
and German (with the calque, Schônschreibekunst as 
well as the loanword Kalligraphie) follow the same 


pattern. 


Although ‘calligraphy” is, of course, a European 
word, it is probably fair to say that calligraphy has 
played a relatively minor role in the history of 
the visual arts in Europe and the Americas (post- 
Columbus). The tradition of Arabic calligraphy is far 
more highly ramified and consciously articulated as 
an element of Islamic art than writing is in the West, 
and if we move yet further east, to China, the history 
of calligraphy, as fine and beautiful writing, reaches 
back at least to the early centuries of the Common 
Era.5 


In this paper, my aim will be to illustrate the 
canon of East Asian calligraphy because of its long 
selfconscious history as an aesthetic activity and 
intellectual inquiry, and then to investigate what 
general parameters it establishes for ‘calligraphy.’ 
Then I will formulate questions about calligraphy 
which might be applicable to the nascent discipline of 
Egyptian calligraphy. 

In considering calligraphy in East Asia, we can 
speak of a canon of calligraphy. Why ‘canon?’ Largely 
because canon represents evaluative judgments which 
assume broad cultural assent, it implies a set of 
cultural practices with both the production and the 
transmission of aesthetic standards, and it focuses on 
individual performance toward a recognizable cultural 
end. 
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À canon of calligraphic practice implies, of 
course, standards of legibility, but to be able to read 
a calligraphic text is only a base from which the 
consideration of calligraphy begins, and in addition 
to the legibility of the object, we find extensive 
judgments about personal achievement in writing, 
In East Asia such aesthetic judgments have even been 
accounted moral or ethical attainments, or an index 
thereto. 

The canon of calligraphic excellence achieves 
broad cultural consensus founded, first, in the 
recognition of a typology of calligraphic styles. The 
styles are readable not only for linguistic content, but 
also in registers related co decorum, historical and 
social context, intellectual affiliation, and position in 


a lineage or broader cultural stream. 


Additionally, the calligraphic canon in Chinese 
and related East Asian writing establishes à set 
of practices. The calligraphic styles of particular 
individuals become hallmarks not only of their own 
artistic identity, but also standards to which other 
writers aspire. Individuals are expected to achieve 
competence in numerous styles, even though in the 
end they may be recognized primarily on the basis of 


their skill in one particular style. 


The various calligraphic styles as well as their 
individual manifestations are, of course, intimately 
linked with the material supports and instruments 
through which the calligraphy is effected. Historically, 
East Asian writing began with the incision of archaic 
graphs in animal bones, in tortoise shells and other 
organic materials using sharp tools. The individual 
graphs were created with strokes of uniform thickness 
and, in some cases, reference to objects from the 
real world, represented individually or in groups 
indicating a logical relationship or a combination of 


phonetic and semantic class. 
With the development of bronze casting 


technology, these graphic forms were adapted and 
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The study of ‘Egyptian calligraphy’ offers unique 
opportunities as anewintellectual discipline, andatthe 
sarne time raises several interesting and fundamental 
challenges. What constitutes calligraphy? How do we 
know it when we see it? In addition to the aesthetic 
response it invites, what social and political roles does 
calligraphy play? To what degree can we claim ancient 
Egyptian antecedents in recognizing this aesthetic 
response, and what difference does it make whether 


these antecedents exist or not? 


In a helpful review of the use of papyrus in 
Pharaonic and Post-Pharaonic cultures in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, Richard Parkinson and Stephen 
Quirke remark on systematic revisions which take 
place in the forms of hieratic signs from the reign of 
Thutmose IIT on. ‘The handwriting, appears swifter 
and more floridly calligraphic, although calligraphy 
does not seem to have existed as an art form distinct 
from fine handwriting.”" The conundrum they point 
to, thathandwritingbecomes morefloridly calligraphic 
even though the very existence of ‘calligraphy’ can be 
doubted, nicely encapsulates some of the issues we 
face in considering ‘ancient Egyptian calligraphy.” 

My 
calligraphy” does exist, in that there are a great 


assumption is that such ‘Egyptian 
many examples of ‘beautiful writing’ extant from 
Pharaonic and Ptolemaic times, but even in arguing 
for the existence of calligraphy, for the purposes of 
this presentation, I will make a distinction between 
the aesthetic values exemplified in most hieroglyphic 
those 


Egyptian and in a putative Egyptian 


calligraphy. 


Issue No.l 


Thomas Hare 


My reasons will be developed in the course of the 
paper, but let me say at the beginning, in excluding 
from consideration carved and ‘painted’ hieroglyphs, 
the last thing I intend is to deny their beauty. Itis clear 
from the preponderance of work on ancient Egyptian 
writing, that hieroglyphs have been widely appreciated 
aesthetically ever since the time they were first created. 
Far and away, the majority of aesthetic consideration 
afforded Egyptian writing has been directed toward 
hieroglyphs. I will, however, relegate that interest to 
the related disciplines of epigraphy and paleography, 
rather than to ‘calligraphy’ as such, because they do 
not reveal a characteristic of calligraphy which seems 
to me essential. That characteristic is gesture. 


‘Calligraphy’, first, deserves some definition and 
specification. There are various different ways to 
go about this. To make a pedantic beginning, one 
has recourse to dictionaries. Thus, in the Oxford 
English Dictionary, we find calligraphy defined as 
‘1. Beautiful or fair writing as a product; also, elegant 
penmanship as an art or profession.” In 1632, Ben 
Jonson has a character in one of his plays report, 
have to commend me my calligraphy, a fair hand, 


? remarking thereby both on the 


fit for a secretary.” 
artistic quality of writing as well as its legibility, and 
fitness in the employment of a secretary. 

A little more than a century later, calligraphy is 
noted as a characteristic of writing in the past.” and 


by 1866, it is said to have disappeared. 


In some occurrences, calligraphy is separated 
from à particularly aesthetic function, and assimilated 


to handwriting in general, or a particular style 
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